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1:12: Lo, if they were bringing the deceased from one place to another 
— for instance, those whom they bury in Beth Sharaii— there is a 
Tannaite authority who teaches: Those who are here count the days of 
mourning from the time at which the deceased has gone forth, and 
those who are there count the days of mourning from the time that the 
stone has been rolled over onto the grave. There is a Tannaite authority 
who teaches: Both these and those begin to count the days of mourning 
from the moment at which the stone is rolled over onto the grave. 


1:13: Whence in the Torah do we derive the rites of mourning? As to 
the observance of seven days: “And he made a mourning for his father 
seven days” (Gen. 50:10). Do they derive a law from evidence 
pertaining to the period prior to the giving of the Torah? R. Jacob bar 
Aha in the name of R. Zeira: “Derive the rule from the following: ‘At 
the door of the tent of meeting you shall remain day and night for 
seven days, performing what the Lord has charged, lest you die’ (Lev. 
8:35). “Just as the Holy One, blessed be he, kept watch over his world 
for seven days, so you must keep watch for your brothers for seven 
days.” And how do we know that the Holy One, blessed be he, kept 
watch over his world for seven days? “And after seven days the waters 
of the flood came upon the earth” (Gen. 7:10). But do they mourn prior 
to the death of the deceased [before the flood]? But the answer is 
simple: In the case of mortal man, who does not know what is going to 
happen, one undertakes the rites of mourning only after the person has 
died. But in the case of the Holy One, blessed be he, who knows what 
is going to happen, he kept watch over his world from the very 
beginning [even before the world perished in the flood]. There is he 
who proposes to state: This refers to the seven days of mourning for 
Methuselah, the righteous. 


I:14: Lo, if on a festival one heard that he had suffered a bereavement 
but the days of the festival did not end before the thirty days [from the 
death of the deceased] were completed, associates say, “Since he heard 
the news during the thirty days [following the death of the deceased], 
he counts seven days [of mourning even] after the thirty days have 
passed.” Said to them R. Yosé, “Since he heard the news at a time at 
which he was not able to undertake the rites of mourning, he is like 
one who heard the news thirty days after the death itself, and he is 
subject to engage in the rites of mourning only for a single day.” 


1:15: R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan: “Even one who is 
secondary to the one involved in the bereavement is forbidden to get a 
haircut. [For instance, if one’s grandson died and he is assisting the 
son in the burial, he is subject to the rules.]” 


